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Question:

May HAVA 251 funds (not minimum requirements funds) be used to pay for the voting system preventative maintenance technician training program for departmental staff?

Details:

Election System and Software’s (ESS) optical scan voting equipment is required to undergo a preventative maintenance check annually.  This annual check ensures the equipment is in good working order and continues to work as originally certified.

Sacramento County approached ESS with the request that department staff be allowed to perform this annual preventative maintenance.  ESS developed a training program to provide the necessary technical training for voting equipment preventative maintenance.  There is an initial cost for the training and annual renewal costs for staff to maintain their qualified technician status.  Staff will be able to maintain the ESS voting equipment without dependence on an outside vendor and, once implemented, charges to the County for annual support and maintenance will be reduced by 50%.  

The EAC’s FAO 08-008, issued September 26, 2008, authorizes the use of Section 251 funds for the maintenance of HAVA-compliant voting systems.  This request would clarify that costs associated with preventative maintenance training for department staff is an authorized use of HAVA 251 funds (not minimum requirements funds). 
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